F.J.C. Theusch: 600 Small Libraries For Vietnam

Introduction: F.J.C. Theusch joined the army during Vietnam War when he was 18, it was the year of 1969. Thirty years later he came back to visit the old battlefield- Quang Ngai- as the first destination in his world tour that he wanted to make for himself. He finally didn’t make that trip, simply because he was held by the land that mentioned above, as it also was the beginning point for the LOVP. Now he is telling us about the project:
How could you be so courageous to give up the travel of your life in order to begin a new hard project like LOVP?

In Dec 1999, Song- the interpreter and I came to Pho Thuan- Duc Pho, Quang Ngai province where a tough storm had visited. All of the 5 bridges in this province were wiped out. We met and talked with local officers and they expressed the desire of having new bridges. But Song thought local people were able to build up a new one while it was difficult in budget to build a good library for both children and adults. Therefore we went from that idea.

I was born in a genuine farming family. After joined the Vietnam War for military duty I returned home and worked on the farm. Later on I recalled all the memories of the war when I was 18, and I decided to take the trip as a result. But the reality changed my mind when I saw the children in Pho Thuan District go to school with tremendous effort despite the horrible flood. I had to agree with Song.

Then I got home, considered my business and ended up with the decision to sponsor entirely for the first library in Pho Thuan. We wanted to build a two story library in order to use the second floor for storage in case of flood or natural calamity. And up to now the design of Pho Thuan Library became the united design for all libraries in our project.

But it looks like you’re not only working on building the library as I saw a picture of a teacher and children playing an organ in the library. Is this organ a part of the project Mr Theusch?

Every library has a pretty wide range of books for children, adults and local people. Furthermore we furnish computers with Internet Access to give children more opportunities to communicate with outside world. We want our library to not only be the place for reading but also for cultural community activities. By joining these programs the children will gradually perceive one thing: Every human is an important individual in a chain of activities which create this life; without anyone the “mechanism” will work ineffectively. This philosophy teaches us to love each other more, to try doing more good things in order not to be regretful later.

You are talking about your own experiences, aren’t you? Where did this philosophy come from?

First of all it came from the Vietnam War that I fought in. There were too many Vietnamese as well as Americans that had to die in this war which made many other living people have to live in regret. Besides that it came from the nature of this project. LOVP is carried on not only by me as a founder and chairman but depends on many other people, including the guardian of the library, which sounds very modest but still plays an important role in the whole mechanism.

How come there is a number of 600 libraries Mr Theusch?

As far as I know there are about 600 districts in your country, so our desire is to build a library in each district throughout Vietnam.

How many libraries have been completed so far?

There are 8 finished libraries and we are listing quite a few in Quang Tri and Kien Giang Province in order to search for donative source. We also expand our activities by cooperating with colleges and universities because we are having many donation books that are only suitable for academic level. Let’s see how life leads us…but anyway I still want to hold on to that meaningful “600”.

600 is a pretty big number. How long do you suppose it will take to complete your desired LOVP if everything goes as smoothly as it is now?

With the progress we are making now it would be 10 years I guess? I believe in the feasibility of this project just simply because there are many Americans that want to go back to Vietnam to remember. It’s a difficult feeling but we have to do it. Investing in future relationships is a way to ease the past which should have been forgotten a long time ago between our two countries…

