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2011 - - -- OUR M ISSION G OE S FORWARD!

Since 1999 we have been building Library/Learning Centers,
hopes and dreams in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. Now we
are entering the second decade of the 21st Century launching
four new projects along with our continued Mission of
ALWAYS GOING BACK in support of our existing up
and running ones.

2010- 11 ACTION CALE ND E R

November 23 - December 20
Mission #30:
It’s a Wonderful Life
January 4 - 9
Univ. of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
March 25 - April 20
Mission #31

1. American Legacy Library/Learning Center,
My Lai, Quang Ngai Province, Vietnam
2. Special Forces Nam Dong Library/Learning Center,
Thua-Thien Hue Province, Vietnam
3. 61st AHC Lucky Stars Library Learning Center,
Bong Son, Binh Dinh Province, Vietnam
4. Lao-Hmong-American Library/Learning Center,
Xieng Khouang Province, (Plain of Jars), Laos

May 1 - 31
University of Michigan
June 15 - June 30
Mission #32
November 23 - December 17
Mission #33

Each project and each year since 1999 has brought special
stories of inspiration and the triumph of the human spirit
through the work of the Library Project---2011 will be the
continuation of this tradition times four.

M Y LAI AME RICAN LE G ACY LIB RARY LE ARN ING CE N TE R

“WE CANNOT CHANGE THE PAST, WE CAN
CHANGE THE FUTURE”----Vietnamese Ideal

On March 16, 1968 at the Village of My Lai, Quang Ngai

Province, Vietnam a unit of the 11th Brigade of the
Americal Division killed 504 people, women, children,
and elderly in what has gone down in history as THE MY LAI MASSACRE---often described
as the worst atrocity in the History of the American military.
Hugh Thompson stopped a massacre with
words, in tears and rage he rescued innocents, at
the end left to the young a wonderful and imposing legacy.
Hugh Thompson will forever be known for an
extraordinary act of conscience and courage:
putting a stop to the My Lai Massacre, in which
504 unarmed South Vietnamese villagers were
terrorized and killed by U.S. soldiers on March
16, 1968.
That morning, Warrant Officer Thompson, 24, was piloting his fragile OH-23
aeroscout helicopter over My Lai with his crew chief, Glenn Andreotta, 20,
and his gunner, Larry Colburn, 18. When the three realized that they were
witnessing a massacre, Thompson landed his ship between fleeing Vietnamese survivors and pursuing American soldiers. There, Thompson told his crew
that if the American soldiers tried to harm the cowering villagers, then they
should open fire upon the Americans.
Now, over 40 years later, the cycle of
vengeance in the wake of war is being broken, thanks to
Vietnamese leadership and sponsors from the Library of
Vietnam Project. It is “A NEW DAWN” as Vietnam and
America join hands in peace in the 21 st Century.

Hugh Thompson and Larry Colburn
with children of My Lai.

Glenn Andreotta was killed in action April 8, 1968, just 3
weeks after wading through bodies in the ditch at My Lai to
save the life of a child. Hugh Thompson passed away January 6, 2006. Larry Colburn has started a Foundation in Hugh
Thompson’s memory. It’s
mission? Keep alive the
inspiration of a life welllived from a moment when
common men engaged in
uncommon acts for courage.

There is a Memorial Museum at the site of My Lai. It is fitting
there should be a monument recalling this tragedy---remembering the past.

But in the finest Vietnamese tradition of remembering a past we cannot change, we have set
about building a future that we can change. And so the My Lai Library/Learning Center is a
monument to the future of the hopes and dreams of the children and people of My Lai dedicated
in memory of all who lost their lives that fateful day in 1968, to the three Americans who exemplified the better angels of our nature---and to a future of peace and friendship between the
Vietnamese and American peoples.

N AM D ONG SPE CIAL FORCE S LIB RARY LE ARN ING CE N TE R

“The Eternal Mission: Building Outposts of Freedom”

In July 1964, Roger Donlon, US Army Special Forces, set up
camp near the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Nam Dong, Thua-Thien
Hue Province, Vietnam. In an historic engagement on July
6th, he became the first recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor of the Vietnam War.
This Library/Learning Center is inspired by the
sacrifices of those who lost their lives that day,
including Gabriel Alamo, John Houston and
Kevin Conway. De Opresso Liber, (Liberators of
the Oppressed), the motto of US Army Special
Forces, continues to inspire the Mission of
Special Forces and the Library of Vietnam
Project today in Southeast Asia.
Through education this project serves to liberate the Montagnard peoples of Nam Dong from
the oppression of poverty and despair in the wake of war. Building dreams is the heart of the
Library of Vietnam Project mission---the children of Nam Dong will find the Wonders of the
World in the Special Forces Library/Learning Center.

B ONG SON 61st AHC LUCKY STARS LIB RARY LEARN IN G CE N TE R

“Lucky Stars are in the Future of Bong Son’s Children”

When Helicopter pilots Mike Zogleman
and Ken Embers first showed up in Bong
Son Vietnam, in 1969 they were on a mission---they did their duty in war with the
rest of the 61st Assault Helicopter Company. As the old saying goes,
sometimes the more things change, the more they stay the same.
Some 40 years later, in December
2009 they showed up again in Bong Son, once again on a
mission---same mission, different means.
The Mission is (and always has been) to create the opportunity for a better life filled with all the hopes, dreams and
possibilities for the people of Vietnam that we Americans
have such good fortune to enjoy. Trading in their Chopper
Pilots’ gear they have donned a new mantel, as investors in
the lives and futures of the children of Bong Son. Deactivated after Vietnam, the 61 st Assault Helicopter Company has now been “REACTIVATED”
by the very guys the who served so well so long ago.
Known as the “Lucky Stars” they are back in action.
Bong Son is still poor and because of its hinterland location, is largely ignored by foundations and charitable organizations. When the 61 st returned it meant a lot. Soon the
children of Bong Son will have a Library/Learning Center
to inspire their imaginations and dreams and will have
their “Lucky Stars” to thank for it.

N ONG HE T LAO- HM ON G- AME RICAN LIB RARY LEARN IN G CE N TE R

“There’s no place like home….the Hmong Americans return”

In 1960 CIA Agent Bill Lair, on a mountain top in a far-flung
corner of the world, forged an agreement with Hmong Leader,
General Vang Pao, and out of that small meeting the “Secret
War” in Laos was born. The Hmong fighters, many of them boys
Charles T. Lor, ca. 1962
10 years old serving his Lao homeland
as young as 10, fought valiantly to save the lives of countless
Americans in such places as Long Chan, the Plain of Jars and
Sepon. With the end of the war came what is now known as the great Hmong
Diaspora, as they refugeed to Thailand, finally finding homes in America,
Canada and France.
50 Years later in October 2010 the Library of Laos
Project forged an agreement with Hmong leaders in
Nong Het, and out of this small meeting
the Lao-Hmong-American Library/
Learning Center Project was born. It will
be opening the future to the children of
Nong Het.
Vue Yang and a special honor roll of 15 Hmong Families has invested in the homeland they were forced to leave by the fortunes of
war so many years ago.
In life, we should always be able to go home to our heritage. Now,
the Lao, Hmong and Americans they served will be doing exactly
that as this historic monument to the human spirit is built and dedicated
on the Hmong New Year, November 27th 2011.

Charles T. Lor, 2010
Investing in Nong Het

Vue Yang
Hmong American Chairman
Nong Het Library Learning Center

M ak e An In vest ment Su re To Pay A B i g D ivi den d

Please consider joining the Children’s Library International family.
We are small so all donations Are big to us.
Children’s Library International
C/O Library of Vietnam Project, Inc
901 West Maple Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53204 USA
PH: 414.508.6880 FAX: 414.389.0215
E-Mail: theusch@sbcglobal.net

WEBSITES:
www.childrenslibraryinternational.org
www.libraryofvietnam.org
www.libraryoflaos.org
www.libraryofcambodia.org

